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1 . GRENADA RADIO HAS ANNOUNCED THAT PRIMIN ERIC GAIRY 

HAS SET ASIDE MARCH 1 AS THE DATE OF A SPECIAL BY-ELECTION TO 
CHOOSE A SUCCESSOR TO INNOCENT BELMAR IN THE ST. ANDREWS 
NORTHWEST CONSTITUENCY. BELMAR WAS SHOT DEAD ON 
JANUARY 4 (REETEL). NEITHER GAIRY'S RULING GRENADA 
UNITED LABOUR PARTY(GULP) NOR THE OPPOSITION PEOPLES 
ALLIANCE HAVE NAMED CANDIDATES AS YET. 

2. THE ST. ANDREWS NORTHWEST CONSTITUENCY HAS TRADITIONALLY 
BEEN GAIRY TERRITORY. DESPITE BEING LABELED BY THE 1974 
DUFEUS COMMISSION AS UNFIT TO HOLD PUBLIC OFFICE, BELMAR 
EASILY WON A SEAT IN PARLIAMENT FROM ST. ANDREWS 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BRIDGE 00284 312115Z 

NORTHWEST IN THE DECEMBER 1976 GENERAL ELECTIONS BY MASSING 
MORE THAN 60 PER CENT OF THE VOTE. 

3. GRENADA REMAINS TENSE IN THE WAKE OF THE BELMAR SHOOTING. 
POLICE COMMISSIONER OSBERT JAMES ISSUED A NOTICE ON JANUARY 
1 1 PROHIBITING INDEEINITELY THE USE OF LOUDSPEAKERS TO EITHER 
PUBLICIZE MEETINGS OR AT GATHERINGS OF ANY KIND. 
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GRENADA CIVIL SERVANTS HAVE THREATENED TO GO ON 
STRIKEBEGINNING FERRARY 6 IF THERE IS NOT FULL IMPLEMENTATION 
OF SALARY INCREASES AS RECOMMENDED BY A 1977 STUDY COMMISSION. 
PRIMIN GAIRY, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAS ATTEMPTED TO GET 
CERTAIN GROUPS OF CIVIL SERVANTS TO AGREE TO GREATLY REDUCED 
INCREASES BY STATING FLATLY THAT THE GOG lUST DOESN'T 
HAVE THE MONEY AND HAS LITTLE PROSPECT OF OBTAINING IT IN 
THE FUTURE. THE OPPOSITION NEW JEWEL MOVEMENT HAS CHARGED 
THAT GAIRY HAS PLACED GRENADA IN AN INFORMAL STATE OF 
EMERGENCY AND HAS WORKED TO STRENGTHEN THE RESOLVE OF THE 
CIVIL SERVANTS BY CHARGING THAT THE PRIMIN IS USING 
DIVIDE AND CONQUER TACTICS BY APPROACHING THE POLICE, NURSES, 
TEACHERS, ETC. SEPARATELY. 

4. NEW JEWEL LEADER AND LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION IN 
GRENADA, MAURICE BISHOP, USED A RECENT TRIP TO TRINIDAD ON 
LEGAL BUSINESS TO SUGGEST TO NEWSMEN THERE THAT PRIMIN GAIRY WAS 
EXTREMELY VULNERABLE AT THIS TIME DUE TO THE PAY QUESTION 

AND A FALLING MAJORITY IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

THE LATTER POINT INCLUDES THE SERIOUS ILLNESS OF FINANCE 
MINISTER GEORGE HOSTEN WHO IS NOW IN THE U.S. 

(BRIDGETOWN 0141 NOTAL) IN ADDITION TO THE BELMAR DEATH 
WHICH HAS LEFT GAIRY'S FUNCTIONING MAJORITY IN THE HOUSE 
ONLY SEVEN TO SIX. 

5. COMMENT. GAIRY IS NOT IN IMMEDIATE TROUBLE BECAUSE 
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OF THE VOTING STRENGTH THAT HE CAN MUSTER IN THE HOUSE. 

THE PRIMIN UNDOUBTEABLY WILL SIMPLY REFUSE TO CONVENE 
THE HOUSE IN THE EVENT ANY PARLIAMENTARY CHALLENGE IS 
BEING PREPARED. WHILE THE GULP SHOULD BE ABLE TO HOLD THE 
ST. ANDREWS NORTHWEST SEAT, THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN ITSELF 
WILL UNDOUBTABLY ADD TO THE TENSIONS ON THE ISLAND. THE 
NEW JEWEL MOVEMENT WILL ATTEMPT TO MAKE THE BY-ELECTION 
A REFERENDUM ON THE PERFORMANCE OF GAIRY SINCE DECEMBER 
1976, BUT GAIRY WILL BE ABLE TO USE BELMAR'S 
MURDER TO HIS ADVANTAGE IN EXPLAINING THE NECESSITY OF 
INCREASED SECURITY MEASURES AND OTHER PRECAUTIONS. 

EXACTLY WHAT COURSE THE CAMPAIGNING WILL TAKE WILL DEPEND 
TO A LARGE EXTENT ON THE WILLINNESS OF THE GAIRY 
GOVT TO ALLOW THE USE OF LOUDSPEAKERS AT PUBLIC 
MEETINGS, PARTICULARLY THOOSE OF THE NEW JEWEL SINCE 
OPPOSITION ACCESS TO THE RADIO AND PRINT MEDIA IS VERY 
DIFFICULT. SHOULD GAIRY'S GULP RETAIN THE SEAT LITTLE 
IN GRENADA WILL HAVE CHANGED. SHOULD THE OPPOSIITION WIN 
GAIRY WILL STILL RULE IN THE HOUSE BY EIGHT TO SEVEN, BUT 
THE OPPOSITION WILL HAVE GAINED FURTHER MOMENTUM.ORTIZ 
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